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1. (Previously Presented) A image processing apparatus comprising: 

user information storing means for storing user information related to a 
seller or a buyer of the image processing iqjparatus; and 

multiplexing means for multiplexing the stored user information to an 
output image to be output by the image processing apparatus, 

wherein, said user information is obtained and stored in the storing means 
wh(in the image processing apparatus is sold through a network. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Previously Presented) An image processing apparatus according to 
claim I , further comprising information setting means for setting predeteraiined 
infonnation related to the seller or the buyer of the image processing apparaUis, 

wherem the multiplexing means multiplexes the predetermined inforaiation 
to tlie output image. 

4. (Original) An hnage processing apparatus accoiding to claim 3, wherein 
the predetermined information is a pubhc key certification. 

5. (Original) An image processing apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 
the predetermined infonnation is information to specify a objective use on a database. 
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6. (Previously Presented) An electronic conrnierce system wMch performs 
elcDlronic commerce connecting one terminal with another tenninal through a network, the 
system comprising: 

information setting means for setting, in an image processing apparatus, 
infonnation related to a seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus obtained 
thn>u^ the network; and 

multiplexing means for multiplexing said mformation set by the information 
setting means to an output image to be output by the unage processing apparatus. 

7. (Onginal) An electronic commerce system according to claim 6, 
whtTCin the information set by the information setting means is a pubhc key certification. 

8. (Previously Presented) An electronic commerce system according to 
clatn 6, wherein the information set by the setting means is information to specify an 
objct:tive use on a database. 

9. (Previously PresOTted) An image processing method, comprising the 

steps of: 

a user information storing step for storing, in an image processing 
apptiratus, user information related to a seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus; 
and 

a multiplexing step for the image processing apparatus to multiplex the 
stored user information to an output image to be output by the image processing apparatus. 



PAGE 6/37*RCVDAT5/2fil20055:59:23PM [Eastern DaylighlM^ 



05/26/2005 15:02 FAI 714 540 9823 FCH&S COSTA MESA 



iioor 



wherein said user information is obtained and stored in the storing step 
when the image processing apparatus is sold through a network. 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 9, further comprising an information setting step for setting predetermined 
infoimation related to the seller or the buyer of the image processing apparatus, 

wherein the multiplexing step multiplexes the predetemiined information to 
the output image. 

12. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 1 1. wherein 
the predetermined information is a public key certification. 

13. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 11, wherein 
the ])redetefmined information is information to specify a objective u«e on a database. 

14. (Previously Presented) An electronic commerce method which 
performs electronic commerce connecting one terminal with another terminal through a 
netv wk, the method comprising the steps of: 

an information setting step of setting, in an image processing apparatus, 
infoimation related to a seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus obtained 
through the network; and 
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a multiplexing step of the image processing apparatus multiplocing said 
infi^TTnation set by the information setting step to an output image to be output by the 
image processing apparatus. 

15. (Previously Presented) An electronic commerce method according to 
claim 14, wherein the information set in the information setting step is a public key 
cenilication. 

16. (Previously Presented) An electronic commerce method according to 
claim 14, wherein the set information is infoimation to specify a objective use on a 
dat£ibase. 

17. (Previously Presented) A computer program stored on a computer 
readable medium, the piugram for executing image processing on an image processing 
apparatus, said program comprising the steps of: 

a user infonnation storing step of storing , in an image processing apparatus, 
usei information related to a seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus; and 

a multiplexing step of multiplexing the stored user information to an output 
image to be output by the image processing apparatus, 

wherein, said user information is obtained and stored in the storing step 
when the image processing apparatus is sold through a network. 

18. (Previously Presented) A computer program stored on a computer 
readable medium, the program for performing electronic conunerce through a network 
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system connecting one terminal with another terminal through a network, the computer 
program product comprising the steps of: 

an informahon setting step of setting, in an image processing apparatus, 
mformation related to a seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus obtained 
thnm^ the network; and 

a multiplexing step of multiplexing said information set by the information 
setting means to an output image to be output by the image processing apparams. 

19. (Previously Presented) An image processing method for an image 
processing apparatus, comprising the steps of: 

a user information storing step of storing, in the image processing apparatus, 
user information related to a seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus; and 

a multiplexing step of the image processing apparatus multiplexing the 
stor«l user information to an output image to be output by Ihe image processing apparatus. 

wherein, the user information is obtamed and stored in the storing step when 
the image processing apparatus is sold through a networit. 

20. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claun 19, wherein the user information comprises a public key certification, an account 
number of the buyer, or credit card information of the buyer. 

21. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 19, wherein the user infomiation comprises information of the seller, information of 
a date of sale, or information of a store selling the image processing apparatus. 
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22. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 19, wherein the user information is stored when a driver of the image processing 
apf laratus is downloaded or is installed. 

23. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 19. wherein the multiplexing is performed by using a digital watermark. 

24. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 19, wherein 
the digital walennark is added in a spatial area of the ou^ut image. 

25. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 19, wherein 
the digital watermark is added in a frequency area of the output image. 

26. (Previously Presented) An image processing method for a image 
processing apparatus, comprising the steps of: 

a user information receiving step for the image processing apparatus 
receiving user informaUon related to a sellca- or a buyer of an image pjx)cessing product 
from the image processing product; and 

a multiplexing step for the image processing apparatus to multiplex the 
rece: ved user information to an output image to be output by the image processing 
apparatus, 

wherein, said user information is received by the image processing 
apparatus when the image processing product is sold flirough a network. 
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27. (Previously Pitssented) An image processing method according to 
claim 26, wherein the user infonnation comprises a public key certification, an account 
nu3iiber of the buyer, or credit card infonnation of the buyer. 

28. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 26, wherein the user information comprises information of the seller, information of 
a date of sale, or infonnation of a store seUing the image processing {?)paratus. 

29. (Previously Presented) An image processing metiiod according to 
claim 26, wherein the user infonnation is received when a driver of tlie image processing 
apparatus is downloaded or is installed. 

30. (Previously Presented) An image processing raetliod according to 
claim 26, wherein the multiplexing is performed by using a digital watermark. 

31. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 26, wherein 
the <hgital watermark is added in a spatial area of the output image. 

32. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 26, wherein 
the tiigital watermark is added in a fi-equency area of the ou^ut image. 

33. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claiDi 26, wherein the image processing product comprises a personal computer, a scanner, 
or ar. image processing software. 



PA6E11I37'RCVDATM(I55:59:23PM pastern Daylight TmeI'SVR:USPTO-EFXR^^^^^ 



05/26/2005 15:03 PAI 714 540 9823 



FCH&S COSTA MESA 



111012 



34. (Previously Presented) An image processmg apparatus comprising: 

a memoiy storing user infbnnation related to a seller or a buyer of the image 
processing apparatus; and 

a controller multiplexing the stored user infoiraation lo an output image to 
be output by the image processing apparatus, 

wherein, said user infonnation is obtained and stored in die memory when 
the image processing apparatus is sold througli a network. 

35. (Canceled) 

36. (Previously Presented) An image processing apparatus according to 
claim 34, further comprising a processor setting predetemiined information related to the 
seller or fte buyer of the image processing ^aratus, 

wherein the controUer multiplexes the predetermined information to the 

output image. 

37. (Original) An image processing apparatus according to claim 36, 
wherein the predetermined inffaimation is a public key certification. 

38. (Original) An image processing apparatus according to claim 36, 
whenein the predetermined information is infonnation to specify an objective use on a 
data]>ase. 
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39. (Previously Presented) An electronic conunerce system which 
peiforms electronic commerce connecting one terminal with another terminal through a 
network, the system comprising: 

a processor setting, in an image processing apparatus, information related to 
a sijller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus obtained through the network; and 

a controller muhiplexing said information set by the processor to an output 
image to be output by the image processing apparatus. 

40. (Original) An electronic commerce system according to claim 39, 
whimn the inforaiation set by the processor is a public key certification. 

41. (Previously Presented) An electronic commerce system according to 
claim 39, wherein the set information is information to specify an objective use on a 
database. 

42. (Previously Presented) An image processing method, comprising the 

steps of: 

storing, in an image processing apparatus, user informiition related to a 
seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus; and 

multiplexing the stored user information to an output ijnage to be output by 
the image processing apparatus, 

wherein, said user information is obtained and stored in the storing step 
when the image processing apparatus is sold through a network. 
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43. (Canceled) 



44. (Previously Presented) An image processing meihod according to 
claim 42, further comprising setting predetermined infonnation related to the seller or the 
buj'er of the image processing apparatus, 

wherein the predetemiined information is multiplexed to the output image. 

45. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 44., 
wherein the predetermined infonnation is a public key certification. 



46. (Previously Presented) An image processing metliod according to 
claim 44, wherein the predetermined information is information to specify an objective use 
on ii database. 



47. (Previously Presented) An electronic commerce method which 
performs electronic commerce connecting one terminal with another terminal through a 
netv/ork, the metiiod comprising the steps of: 

setting, in an image processing apparatus, information related to a seller or a 
buyur of the unage processmg q>paratus obtained throu^ the network; and 

multiplexing said information set by the setting to an output image to be 
output by the image processing apparatus. 



48. (Previously Presented) An dectionic commerce method accordmg to 
claim 47, wherein the set information is a pubhc key certification. 
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49. (Previously Presented) An electronic commerce method according to 
claim 47, wherein the set information is information to specijfy an objective use on a 
database. 

50. (Previously Presented) An image processing method for an image 
processing apparatus, comprising the st^s of: 

storing, in the image processing apparatus, user information related to a 
seller or a buyer of the image processing apparatus; and 

multiplexing the stored user information to an output image to be output by 
the image processing apparatus, 

wherein, said user information is obtained and stored in the storing step 
whim the image processing apparatus is sold through a network. 

51. (Previously Presented) An image processing metliod according to 
claim 50, wherein the user information comprises a public key certification, an account 
number of the buyer, or credit card infonnation of the buyer. 

52. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 50, wherein the user information comprises information of the seller, information of 
a date of sale, or infoxmatiou of a store selling the image processing apparatus. 

53. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 50. wherein the user information is stored when a driver of the image processing 
apparatus is downloaded or is installed. 
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54. (Previously Presented) An linage processing mel hod according to 
claim 50, wherein the multiplexing is performed by using a digital watermark. 

55. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 54, wherein 
the digital watcnnark is added in a spatial area of the output image. 

56. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 54, wherein 
the digital walermaric is added in a frequency area of the output image. 

57. (Previously Presented) An image processing method for an image 
processing apparatus, comprising the steps of: 

receiving, by the image processing apparatus, user information related to a 
seller or a buyer of an image processing product from the image processing product; and 

multiplexing the received user information to an output image to be output 
by the image processing apparatus, 

wherein, said user information is received when the image processing 
app;iratus is sold through a network. 



58, (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
clahn 57, wherein the user information comprises a public key certification, an account 
number of the buyer, or credit card information of the buyer. 
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59. (Previously Presented) An image processing melhod according to 
claim 57, wherein the user informahon comprises information of the seller, information of 
a dale of sale, or information of a store selling the image processing apparatus. 



60. (I^reviously Presented) An image processing melhod according to 
claim 57, wherein the user information is received when a driver of the image processmg 
apparatus is downloaded or is installed. 



61. (Previously Presented) An image processing method according to 
claim 57, wherein the multiplexing is performed by using a digital watermark. 

62. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 6 1 , wherein 
the digital watermark is added in a spatial area of the output image. 

63. (Original) An image processing method according to claim 61, wherein 
the digital watermark is added in a frequency area of the output imago. 

64. (Previously Presented) An image processing metliod according to 
clai3n 57, wherein the image processing product comprises a personal computer, a scanner, 
or ail image processing soflware. 
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